The female of Acanthocyclops brevispinosus (Herrick, 1884) is redescribed. The male is described for the first time. The male exhibits sexual dimorphism in the habitus, antennule, leg 4 intercoxal plate and endopod, and leg 6. Morphological characters are compared with findings from the literature. The taxonomy of A. brevispinosus is discussed. 
INTRODUCTION
The early taxonomic study of North American Acanthocyclops has resulted in four nominal species which, according to Dodson (1994) Dussart, 1969) . Also, cyclopoid males are often neglected. Even when figured, they are not dealt with in as much detail as the females, which are almost exclusively used in keys for species identification.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Adult females and males of Acanthocyclops brevispinosus (Herrick, 1884) were collected from Pinehurst Lake (near Dundas, Ontario, Canada, 43° 16'N 80°23'W) on 22.vi.1992.
Specimens were fixed in 5% formaldehyde and embedded in W 15 (C. Zeiss Cy.). As no asymmetry of segmentation or setation was observed between sides of paired appendages only one of each pair is shown. Drawings were made from a single specimen with the aid of a camera lucida. Variability is estimated from the inspection of 11 specimens, 6 females and 5 males.
Body lengths were measured from the rostrum to the caudal rim of the anal somite and the distal margin of the caudal rami, respectively; width is given as the widest part of the cephalothorax. For this study a Leitz compound light
